
The Iraqi Refugee Crisis      
 

Between 4 and 5 million Iraqis – 15 percent of the 
population – are currently displaced. Returns have been 
minimal and are usually a response to push factors. The 
U.S. admitted only 1,608 Iraqi refugees in FY 2007. With 
one month remaining in FY 2008, it has admitted 10,998 

of the 12,000 it has promised to resettle.  
 

 
Iraqi refugees wait to register at the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) office in Douma, Syria, June 2007. 
 
  

“I live a daily nightmare. I lost a close relative. I lost my 
future. I lost hope. I lost everything,  

except that sense of fear.” 
 Iraqi refugee and former interpreter, January 8, 2007  

 
 

 
The Crisis1 

 

Iraqi refugees outside Iraq 2.2 million 

Iraqis displaced inside Iraq  2.77 million2
 

Iraqis fleeing their homes each month 60,0003
 

Iraqi refugees in Jordan  450,000-
500,000 

Iraqi refugees in Syria  1.2 – 1.4 million

Iraqi refugees in Egypt, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Iran, and Gulf Countries  

333,000 – 
357,000 

Percentage of internally displaced 
Iraqis that are women and children 82% 

Iraqi refugees registered with UNHCR 
that have special needs, including 
medical needs and women at risk 

More than 
33%4

 

The U.S. Response 
 

To the crisis 
 

On October 10, 2007, Assistant Sec. of State Ellen Sauerbrey 
stated, “We will resettle 12,000 this year. And I have no doubt 
that we will make that goal.” If the U.S. can meet the goal, it 
will have built the capacity to resettle a greater number next 

year, more commensurate with its moral obligation.  
 

Iraqi refugees admitted in FY 2006 202 

Iraqi refugees admitted in FY 2007 1,608 

Iraqi refugees the U.S. has 
promised to admit in FY 2008 12,000 

Iraqi refugees admitted in the first 
eleven months of FY 2008 10,9985

 

Throughout history 
 

Throughout history, the U.S. has demonstrated the capacity to 
bring hundreds of thousands to safety in short time frames.  

 

Cuban refugees resettled by the U.S. 
from 1959 to 1962 200,0008

 

Europeans displaced by WW II and 
resettled by the U.S. from 1948 to 1952 

More than 
250,0009

 

Vietnamese refugees resettled by the 
U.S. from May to December 1975 131,00010

 

Soviet refugees resettled by the U.S. 
from 1980 to 1991 154,63011

 

Bosnian refugees resettled by the U.S. 
from 1993 to 2003 143,00012

 

Number of refugees UNHCR has 
referred to the U.S. 30,0006

 

Kosovar refugees resettled by the U.S. in 
FY 1999 14,15613

 

Time it takes the U.S. to process an 
Iraqi refugee's application  8 - 10 months7
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